
Ph.D. Welcome Day 2023
November 18th

Internationalization
Requirements & opportunities



Relevant procedures after enrollment

 Visa application
 Request for the tax code
 Health insurance (through voluntary registration

in the National Health Service or private insurance)
 Residence permit application
 Registration as para-subordinate workers for the separate pension scheme + 

INPS form
 Opening a bank account (+ bank details in Uniweb)



Admission qualification

- EU: D+DS/CIMEA statements* 
- Extra EU: D+ToR + DoV/CIMEA statements*

- by 12 months from the commencement of the PhD programme
- must meet the eligibility criteria set by the call for admission

under penalty of possible exclusion



Language courses @University Language Centre

 Italian courses for international PhD students

Cover levels Pre-A1 to C1

https://cla.unipd.it/en/language-courses/italian-courses-phd-students/


 Academic English courses for PhD students
To attend a course it is required to take the entry test to assess the language level

Entry test for 
PhDs started on 
November 1st

December 14th

https://cla.unipd.it/en/language-courses/english-for-phd-23-24/


Arqus Alliance
The Arqus European University Alliance brings together the universities of Granada, Graz, 
Leipzig, Lyon 1, Maynooth, Minho, Padua, Vilnius and Wroclaw.

It is a community made of students, academics and researchers who work together to 
create and develop new structures and collaborations.

.

Get a feel of the 
Alliance and 
benefit from 
research, training 
& mentorship
opportunities!

PhD 
Portal

https://arqus-alliance.eu/
https://arqus-alliance.eu/phd-portal/


 Study/carry out research abroad
with Erasmus+ (long mobilities are not financed but
stay tuned for the new short-term opportunities)

 Carry out research overseas with Ulisse Programme or
Erasmus+ KA171

 Take part in a Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) or Virtual
Exchange

 Participate in the PhD Academies offered by the Venice
International University

Projects and Mobility Office -
Mobility Unit

Palazzo Anselmi
Lungargine del Piovego, 1 -

35131 Padova
email: erasmus@unipd.it

bando.ulisse@unipd.it

Opening hours: by appointment 
only 

(to be requested by email)

International opportunities

https://www.unipd.it/en/erasmus-studies-out
https://www.unipd.it/en/ulisse
https://www.unipd.it/en/erasmus-studies-out
https://www.unipd.it/bip
https://www.unipd.it/en/virtual-exchange
https://www.univiu.org/study/phd-academy
mailto:erasmus@unipd.it
mailto:bando.ulisse@unipd.it


Cotutelle de thèse
A cotutelle, so called since the program originated in France, is a Ph.D. conducted in the framework of a
bilateral agreement signed between two universities of two different Countries

Such agreement regulates:

• enrollment admission, tuition fees, duration of the programme

• research work thesis topic, supervisors, language of thesis and defense, grants, mobility scheduling

• thesis evaluation  thesis assessment, board of examiners, final examination, degree awarded

The conduct of the research and its contents, the use of materials as well as intellectual property rights, 
confidentiality and privacy are agreed on separately as necessary



This collaboration implies:

 simultaneous enrollment at both partner universities

 alternate periods of mobility at the two institutions (preferably of equivalent
duration, minimum six months)

 two supervisors, one for each university

 a single final exam (viva voce) before a committee composed of members
from both partner universities, recognized by both institutions

 the awarding of a double or joint degree



Requirements and procedure

For each cotutelle procedure, an individual agreement must be concluded between the participating 
universities and the doctoral candidate.

The University Guidelines for the establishment of cotutelle agreements detail:

- deadlines for the submission of the application  within 15/18 months from the start of the programme
- documentation to be attached to the request  application form + acceptance letter from the two 
supervisors
- minimum content of the agreement
- reporting duties of co-supervised PhD students

 The official approval must be requested to the Academic Board of the programme

https://www.unipd.it/en/cotutelle


Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belarus
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Canada
Chile
China
Croatia
France
Germany 
Greece
Ireland
Kazakhstan
Luxembourg

So far, Unipd has made cotutelle agreements with 215 universities from 34 different Countries:

Mexico  
Morocco

Peru
Poland

Portugal
Romania

Russia
Serbia

Slovakia
South Africa

Spain
Switzerland

The Netherlands
Tunisia

United Kingdom
United States

Venezuela



Pros & cons

yes but…
it increases the level of internationalization of 
the research work and of the universities 
involved

economic issues: possible tuition fees + living 
costs

it encourages mobility abroad, which can be 
extra funded

high level of stress to meet requirements and 
deadlines of two institutions

it allows you to experience the reality of two 
different academic systems, increase your 
linguistic and intercultural skills, gain new 
research competencies

it’s a very long process + negotiation may fail. 
The agreement may not go through, because 
of incompatible rules



Thank you for your attention!
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