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EcoSF - The Ecology of Italian Science Fiction   
 

EcoSF investigates the prominence and distinctive representation of ecological issues in Italian science fiction 

(1952-2019). The project, which provides one of the very first extensive academic studies dedicated to this 

genre in Italy, examines the debate surrounding its cultural status and traces its evolution in relation to Italian 

history and culture. 

An ecocritical perspective is adopted, interrogating the relationship between literary imagination and the 

environment. Through such approach, EcoSF shows how literature is important to generate awareness of 

ecological issues and explore literary responses to the current ecological crisis. The cognitive estrangement 

raised by the imaginative effort of science fiction is central to the necessary re-thinking of current cultural and 

epistemological paradigms based on anthropocentrism, human exceptionalism, and ecophobia. Furthermore, 

by interrogating our current relationship with the environment, and imagining known environments after 

ecological catastrophes, science fiction can provide a tool to investigate our cultural heritage. 

Combining the innovative critical tools of ecocriticism and the speculative imagination of science fiction, EcoSF 

offers an alternative genealogy of our understanding of the environment outside an ecophobic perspective. 

The dissemination of the research will adapt dystopian imagination to the case of Venice, thus employing the 

theoretical categories of the project to reflect on local communities and landscapes.  
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