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HIGHLANDS.3 - Collective Approach of Research and Innovation for Sustainable Development in 
Highland 

The HIGHLANDS’ goal is to contribute to Inclusive Sustainable Development in Highlands (ISDH) through 
collective and impact-driven Research & Innovation (R&I), based on capacity building, sharing of local-
global knowledge, experience, and tools. It will drive a co-innovation process through secondments and 
research and innovative sessions (R&IS) involving public/private and non-academic partners, to build a 
shared vision of ISDH, enhance the capacities of researchers, managers, users, policymakers, thus bridging 
the gap between research and development. Our activities will be organized in 5 integrated work packages 
(WP): Coordination & management (WP1); Methodology & capacity building for ISDH (WP2); Analysis, 
comparison and modelling of ISDH (WP3); Building a multi-actor ISDH Decision-Support Platform (DSP) 
(WP4); Communication, Dissemination & Exploitation of results (WP5). HIGHLANDS is supported by a 
network of 43 institutions including 31 partners from Europe (~35% non-academic), and skilled and 
motivated female and male researchers and local stakeholders. The work plan will run 8 successive R&IS (5 
in Europe, 3 outside) to promote the exchange among participants as a foundation for innovation. Each 
R&IS will build upon collective learning principles and a holistic systemic approach, exposing participants to 
a wide range of world views that will encourage experimentation with practice. Each R&IS will focus on a 
particular aspect of sustainable highland development and will include collective learning, collaborative 
research, and capacitybuilding on data collection/analysis, modeling. To complement the R&IS, long-term 
secondments will be implemented for researchers and practitioners to deeply train and work together on 
specific issues identified by the consortium. Collected data on ISDHs will be stored in an online 
collaborative and interactive decision-support platform that will then be transferred to existing mountain 
networks. 
 
UNIPD Team Leader: Enrico Sturaro 

Department: Agronomy, Food, Natural Resources, Animals and Environment 

Coordinator: Oesterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften (Austria) 

Other Participants:  

Universitaet Innsbruck (Austria) 

The Livestock Sustainability TLS (France) 

Regionalplanungsgemeinschaft Grosses Walsertal (Austria) 

Perth College (United Kingdom) 

Universitaet Bern (Switzerland) 

Universitaet Hamburg (Germany) 

Instituto Politecnico de Tomar (Portugal) 

Associacao Geopark Estrela (Portugal) 

Universidad de Santiago de Compostela (Spain) 

Institut National de Recherche en Sciences et Technologies pour l'Environnement et l'Agriculture (France) 
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Syndicat Mixte du Parc Naturel Regional du Livradois Forez (France) 

Institut National de La Recherche Agronomique (France) 

Institut de Recherche pour le Developpement (France) 

Institut des Sciences et Industries du Vivant et de l'Environnement - Agro Paris Tech (France) 

Institut d’Enseignement Superieur et de Recherche en Alimentation Sante Animale Sciences Agronomiques 

Etde l’Environnement Vetagro Sup (France) 

Ellinikos Georgikos Organismos Dimitra (Greece) 

Foreas Synergasias Mikron Galaktokomikon Perioxon Thessalias (Greece 

Nibio - Norsk Institutt for Biookonomi (Norway) 

Lofotlam SA (Norway) 

Universitatea din Bucuresti (Romania) 

R.N.P. Romsilva - Administratia Parcului National Piatra Craiului Ra (Romania) 

Kmetijski Institut Slovenije - Agricultural Institute of Slovenia (Slovenia) 

Pososki Razvojni Center (Slovenia) 

Uniwersytet Rolniczy Im. Hugona Kollataja w Krakowie (Poland) 

Javna Ustanova Univerzitet Crne Gore Podgorica (Montenegro) 

Sruc (United Kingdom) 

Cairngorms National Park Authority (United Kingdom)  

Asociacion de Hosteleria y Turismo de Trevinca Trevihost (Spain) 

Istituto Culturale Mocheno (Italy) 

University of Padua (Italy) 

Total EU Contribution: Euro 2.484.000,00 

Call ID: H2020-MSCA-RISE-2019 

Project Duration in months: 48 

Start Date: 01/01/2020 

End Date: 31/12/2023 

Find out more:  https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/872328  

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/872328
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/872328

