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SOILCARE - Soil Care for profitable and sustainable crop production in Europe  

European crop production is to remain competitive while reducing environmental impacts, requiring 

development and uptake of effective soil improving cropping systems. The overall aim of SOILCARE is to 

identify and evaluate promising soil-improving cropping systems and agronomic techniques increasing 

profitability and sustainability across scales in Europe. A trans-disciplinary approach will be used to evaluate 

benefits and drawbacks of a new generation of soil improving cropping systems, incorporating all relevant 

bio-physical, socio-economic and political aspects. Existing information from literature and long term 

experiments will be analysed to develop a comprehensive methodology for assessing performance of 

cropping systems at multiple levels. A multi-actor approach will be used to select promising soil-improving 

cropping systems for scientific evaluation in 16 study sites across Europe covering different pedo-climatic 

and socio-economic conditions. Implemented cropping systems will be monitored with stakeholder 

involvement, and will be assessed jointly with scientists. Specific attention will be paid to adoption of soil-

improving cropping systems and agronomic techniques within and beyond the study sites. Results from 

study sites will be up-scaled to the European level to draw general lessons about applicability potentials of 

soil-improving cropping systems and related profitability and sustainability impacts, including assessing 

barriers for adoption at that scale. An interactive tool will be developed for end-users to identify and 

prioritize suitable soil-improving cropping systems anywhere in Europe. Current policies and incentives will 

be assessed and targeted policy recommendations will be provided. SOILCARE will take an active 

dissemination approach to achieve impact from local to European level, addressing multiple audiences, to 

enhance crop production in Europe to remain competitive and sustainable through dedicated soil care. 

UNIPD Team Leader: Antonio Berti 

Department: Agronomy, Food, Natural Resources, Animals and the Environment  

Coordinator: Stichting Wageningen Research (Netherlands) 

Other Participants: 

University of Newcastle Upon Tyne (United Kingdom) 

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (Belgium) 

University of Gloucestershire Lbg (United Kingdom) 

Universität Hohenheim (Germany) 

Research Institute for Knowledge Systems B.V. (Netherlands) 

The Research Committee of the Technical University of Crete (Greece) 

JRC -Joint Research Centre- European Commission (Belgium) 

Universität Bern (Switzerland) 

Milieu Limited (United Kingdom) 



 
H2020  
PROJECTS FUNDED AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PADOVA 

 

 

 

Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research – Nibio (Norway) 

Bodemkundige Dienst van België (Belgium) 

Aarhus Universitet (Denmark) 

Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust (United Kingdom) 

Teagasc - Agriculture and Food Development Authority (Ireland) 

Soil Cares Research B.V (Netherlands) 

Instituto Politécnico de Coimbra (Portugal) 

Institutul Naţional de Cercetare-Dezvoltare Pentru Pedologie, Agrochimie şi Protecţia Mediului (Romania) 

Instytut Agrofizyki Polskiej Akademii Nauk (Poland) 

Wageningen University (Netherlands) 

Pannon Egyetem (Hungary) 

Sveriges Lantbruksuniversitet (Sweden) 

Agro Intelligence ApS (Denmark) 

Výzkumný Ústav Rostlinné Výroby V.v.i. (Czech Republic) 

Universidad de Almeria (Spain) 

Fédération Régionale des Agrobiologistes de Bretagne (France) 

Scienceview Media B.V. (Netherlands) 
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Total EU Contribution: Euro 6.999.993,00 

Call ID: H2020-SFS-2015-2 

Project Duration in months: 60 

Start Date: 01/03/2016 

End Date: 28/02/2021 

Find out more: https://www.soilcare-project.eu/ 
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