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Profile

Research interests are located in two main domains: a) rural development with special attention to
marginal areas, b) environmental sociology approached in terms of issues regarding nature
protection areas, waste management, energy transition and water storage. Both domains have
been faced mainly with ecological analysis and case studies, while the theoretical interest was
directed on integrating spatial dimensions with social networks (socio-spatial relationships). The
words ‘territory’ and ‘reciprocity’ sum up all these topics.

The institutional side of these research paths has been the regular participation and sometime the
foundation of scholars networks. As member of the European Society for Rural Sociology he has
been attending most of the biennial conferences since 1989, in two cases as part of scientific
committee and in one case as speaker in the plenary session. As member of Research Network 12
(environment and society) of the European Sociological Association (ESA) he participates to the
conferences and he has been elected in the board for a long period (2003-2017). Simple
membership concerns the Research Committee 24 (environment and society) of the International
Sociological Association (ISA). An active role has been played in the raise of the European
network ‘Energy and Society’, created in the 2012 and since then organizing a biannual
conference. For all the meetings he has been member of the scientific committee.

At national level he has been founder with Luigi Pellizzoni and active member of the network
‘ambiente e societa’ that promotes a regular biannual conference since 1996 placed in a different
Italian university. Such collaboration has been sealed with a handbook written with Luigi Pellizzoni
‘Sociologia del’ambiente’ and published by the prestigious publisher ‘Il mulino’ (first edition 2003).
A role of coordination on the environment and energy topics emerges in some Journals special
issue editorships (Partecipazione e Conflitto, Quaderni di Sociologia, Sociologia Urbana e Rurale,
Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia).

At national level a prominent role of network stimuli has been played on the field of rural fragile
areas. That is testified in several publications, some in English, and in the organisation with
Giovanni Carrosio of an annual meeting in the city of Rovigo, touching every time an acute
problem of countryside and gathering both practitioners and academics of different disciplines. The
meeting has arrived in 2019 to its XIV edition, that deals with ‘rural populism’.

The bias toward field research on crucial issues has entailed an involvement on communities of
practices. Thus, he is member of the scientific committee of journals with a mission (Etica per le
Professioni, Impresa sociale, Sociologia e Politiche Sociali, Culture della sostenibilita) and
organisations devoted to environment (Osservatorio Sostenibilia, AICA — Associazione
Internazionale per la Comunicazione Ambientale, Fondazione Lanza). In 1990s he has been
advisor for planning of some protected areas.

The participation to research networks has been regular (2001-2010) for Research Projects of
National Interest (PRIN); once (2004-2006, coordinator H. Tovey) he has been attending an
international project: European Commission Fund FP6-CITIZENS-2, titled A Cognitive Approach to
Rural Sustainable Development: the dynamics of expert and lay knowledges-CORASON. In 2017 he
has been coordinator (after L. Pellizzoni) of the University of Trieste internal project Energy and
Innovation between global flows and local circuits.
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Associate professor in sociology of the environment and territory, University of
Padua, Italy

Associate professor in sociology of the environment and territory, University of
Trieste, Italy

Member of the PhD Program in Sociology and methods for social research,
University of Bologna, Italy

Qualification (abilitazione) to full professorship in the national selection for the sector
14/D1 (economic sociology and sociology of the environment and territory);
renovated in 2019

Coordinator of Master "Cooperation, Project Making and European Policies",
International University Institute for European Studies (IUIES) of Gorizia, Italy

Assistant professor (‘ricercatore’) in sociology, University of Trieste, Italy
PhD in Sociology and Social Research, University of Trento, Italy

Degree in Sociology, University of Trento, Italy

Social Dynamics of Local Development, University of Padua (in English)
Sociology of migration, University of Trieste

Sociology of Territory, University of Trieste

Sociology of local development, University of Trieste

Sociology of migration, PhD program ‘Transborder policies for daily life’,
International University Institute for European Studies Trieste (IUIES)

Sociology of Territory, University of Trento

Local development, Master “Sustainable Development and Promotion of Territory”,
Corep, Torino

Environmental Sociology, University Ca’ Foscari, Venice, Italy

Sociology, Law Faculty, University of Trieste

Scientific appointments

2006-19
2003-17
1996-19
2016-20
2015
2015
2015-20
2014

Coordinator of Conferences ‘Aree fragili’, University of Trieste, Rovigo, Italy

Board of Research Network RN12 Environment and Society ESA

Scientific Committee (biennial) National Conferences of Environmental Sociologists
Technical-Scientific Committee, Fondazione Cariplo, Milan, ‘Attiv-aree’ project
Scientific Committee, Etica per le professioni

Scientific Committee, Sociologia e Politiche Sociali

Scientific Committee, Fondazione Lanza, Padua, Italy

Scientific Committee, Impresa Sociale
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1996-98
1990-93

Scientific Committee XXV European Society for Rural Sociology Conference,
University of Florence, Italy

Scientific Committee, Culture della sostenibilita
Scientific Committee of Italian Association of Sociology-AlS, Section ‘Territory’

Scientific Committee XXII European Society for Rural Sociology, University of
Wageningen-NL

Culture National Award ‘Frontino-Montefeltro’, for the book “Nuovi asceti” (Bologna,
Il Mulino, 2006)

Editorial advisors board, Sociologia Ruralis
Planning Board of Alpi Apuane Nature Park, Tuscany, Italy
Planning Board of Adamello-Brenta Nature Park, Trentino, Italy

Keynote speeches and lectures

2020

2019

2018

2018

2017

2014-15

2015
2009
2005

2002-07, 09

Round Table “Azione pubblica e acqua in comune” AlS Conference, 23 January
Universita di Napoli “Federico II”

Plenary Round Table of the XIl Espanet Italia Conference, University of Urbino,
September 19-21

55° Conference of Societa Italiana di Economia Agraria (SIDEA), University of
Perugia, 13 September

META, Social Science and humanities for Science and Technology, Politecnico di
Milano, 5 June, http://www.meta.polimi.it/?page_id=259&lang=en

Associazione Italiana di Economia Agraria e Applicata (AIEAA) Conference,
Catholic University of Piacenza, Italy, 15-16 June

Summer School on Energy “Giacomo Ciamician”, University of Trieste, Sesto
Pusteria, Bozen

X National Conference of Environmental Sociologists, University of Bolognha
XXIII European Society for Rural Sociology, University of Vaasa, Finland

International workshop ‘Interfaces between risk regulation and culture’ University of
Bielefeld, January

Week of studies on Italy, Romance Philology Institut, Rheinisch-Westfalishe
Technische Hochschule-RWTH, Aquisgrana, Germany

Research (selection)

2020-22

2013-16

2011

Research coordinator, Rivers and city. Socio-Spatial relationships in Italian Towns,
Dep. FISPPA, University of Padua

Research unit coordinator, project Pratiche di energia verde: circuiti locali, reti
intelligenti, mercati vincolati, MIUR, Prin 2010-11

Research coordinator, project Sviluppo sostenibile, green economy. Le
opportunita per le Pmi nel campo del risparmio energetico nell'edilizia e delle
energie rinnovabili, Chamber of Commerce, Rovigo-Dep. Political and Social
Sciences, Trieste University



2008-10

2009-10

2009

2006-08

2004-06

2004-06

2001-03

Research unit coordinator, project Cibo ed energia. Competizione, aggiustamenti ed
integrazioni nei sistemi produlttivi locali, MIUR, Prin 2008

Research unit member, Project Le dinamiche economiche e sociali del Polesine:
analisi, prospettive e indicazioni per le politiche di intervento, Criep-University of
Padua

Research coordinator, project Dall’auto-produzione alla co-provision di energia: casi
studio ed indicazioni per una maggiore efficienza, Fondazione Responsabilita Etica-
Banca Popolare Etica, Padua

Research unit member Project ‘Expertise, institutions and citizens in environmental
conflicts’, MIUR, Prin 2006.

Research unit coordinator, project Reti sociali e sostenibilita nelle aree rurali remote,
MIUR, Prin 2004

Research member of Italian Unit FP6-CITIZENS-2, A Cognitive Approach to Rural
Sustainable Development: the dynamics of expert and lay knowledges-CORASON

Research unit coordinator, project ‘Reciprocita e sviluppo delle aree rurali: il ruolo
dell’lniziativa Comunitaria Leader, MIUR, Prin 2001.

Publications (selection, by type and argument)

Books (essay)

2016

2006

2002
1998

1992

1991

Handbooks

2017

2013

2010
2008

Storage and Scarcity. New Practices for Food, Energy and Water, Routledge,
London and New York.

Nuovi asceti. Consumatori, imprese e istituzioni di fronte alla crisi ambientale, I
Mulino, Bologna.

Il coinvolgimento dei cittadini nella gestione dei rifiuti, FrancoAngeli, Milano.

La natura, gli altri, la societa. Il terzo settore per 'ambiente in Italia, FrancoAngeli,
Milano.

La natura in vetrina. Le basi sociali del consenso per i parchi naturali, FrancoAngeli,
Milano.

Gli innovatori della periferia. La figura sociale dell'innovatore nell'agricoltura di
montagna, Reverdito Edizioni, Trento.

Le aree marginali (with G. Carrosio), in F. Barbera e |. Pais (eds), Fondamenti di
sociologia economica, Egea, Milan: 303-316.

Sostenibilita urbana, in S. Vicari Haddock (ed.), Questioni urbane, Il mulino,
Bologna: 67-91.

Sociologia del territorio. Il Mulino, Bologna.
Sociologia del’ambiente (with L. Pellizzoni). Il Mulino, Bologna, Il edition.

Energy and Society

2020

Energy retrofitting of urban buildings: A socio-spatial analysis of three mid-sized
Italian cities, (with N. Magnani e G. Carrosio), Energy Policy, Vol. 139,



2018

2017

2017

2017

2016

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2012

2011

2010

2010

2008

The uncertain games of energy transition in the island of Sardinia (Italy). Journal of
Cleaner Production, vol. 205: 681-689

Poverta energetica, welfare abitativo e housing sociale (with I. Beretta), in G. Gili, F.
Ferrucci, E. Pece (eds), Il sociale nel social housing, Rubbettino, Soveria Mannelli:
115-129.

Energia democratica: esperienze di partecipazione, Aggiornamenti Sociali, 68(2):
113-123.

Nuovi attori delle fonti rinnovabili e del risparmio energetico (with N. Magnani e G.
Carrosio), in L. Bovone, C. Lunghi (eds), Resistere. Innovazione e vita quotidiana,
Donzelli, Rome: 123-144.

Does civil society matter? Challenges and strategies of grassroots initiatives in
Italy’s energy transition (with N. Magnani), Energy Research & Social Science, 13:
148-157.

Renewables, energy saving and welfare in Italian fragile rural areas, Sociologia e
Politiche Sociali, 19(3): 102-118.

Energia e urbanizzazione: un gioco nuovo e incerto, Sociologia Urbana e Rurale,
XXXVII(1086): 7-20.

La transizione energetica: prospettive sociologiche (with L. Pellizzoni), in Quaderni
di Sociologia, LVII1(66): 101-105.

Land Use Tensions for the Development of Renewable Sources of Energy, in S.
Lockie, D.A. Sonnenfeld, D.R. Fisher (eds), Routledge International Handbook of
Social and Environmental Change, Routledge, London and New York: 319-330.

Wind Energy Exchanges and Rural Development in Italy, in S. Sjoblom, K.
Andersson, T. Marsden, and S. Skerratt (eds), Sustainability and Short-term
Policies. Improving Governance in Spatial Policy Interventions, Ashgate, Aldershot:
245-259.

Frames, organisations, and practices as social components of energy, International
Review of Sociology, 22(3): 412-428.

Dalla terra al mare. Esperti e istituzioni nella realizzazione di una grande
infrastruttura energetica, in L. Pellizzoni (ed.), Conflitti ambientali. Esperti, politica,
istituzioni nelle controversie ecologiche, Il mulino, Bologna: 175-197.

Energia e societa: alcuni elementi di base, in Quaderni di Teoria Sociale, 10: 105-
129.

La co-fornitura di energia in Italia. Casi di studio e indicazioni di policy (ed.), EUT,
Trieste.

Relazioni fra consumatori e produttori nel campo delle fonti energetiche rinnovabili,
in Sociologia Urbana e Rurale, XXX(85): 41-56.

Local development

2020

2016

Nested markets in marginal areas: Weak prosumers and strong food chains (with
Giovanni Carrosio), Journal of Rural Studies,

The Unbalanced Welfare of Italian Fragile Rural Areas, in Ulrike Grabski-Kieron,
Ingo Mose, Anja Reichert-Schick, Annett Steinfiihrer (eds) European rural
peripheries revalued. Governance, actors, impacts, LIT Verlag, Minster: 64-86.


http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cirs20/22/3
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2013
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LEADER LAGs: neocorporatist local regimes or examples of economic democracy?
in L. Granberg, K. Andersson, and |. Kovach (eds), Evaluating the European
Approach to Rural Development. Grass-roots Experiences of the LEADER
Programme, Ashgate, Aldershot: 149-164.

The moral basis of a forward society: Relations and forms of localism in Italy, Local
Economy, 28(3): 291-303.

Neorurali e figli di agricoltori non invertono la corsa verso la citta, Scienze del
territorio, 1: 275-280.

La domanda di terra in Italia tra spinte speculative e usi multipli (with A. Povellato),
Agriregionieuropa, 9(33): pp. 1-3.

Mobilities and Ruralities: An Introduction (with M. Bell), Sociologia Ruralis, 50(3):
199-204.

Mobility Demands and Participation in Remote Rural Areas, Sociologia Ruralis,
50(3): 296-310.

The chains of knowledge in the rice production of the Po River Delta, in Rivista di
Economia Agraria, LXV(3): 443-463.

Italy: Practical Knowledge and Institutional Mediation in a Controversial Case of
Clam Farming (with F. Silvestri), in K. Bruckmeier, H. Tovey (eds), Rural
Sustainable Development in the Knowledge Society, Ashgate, Aldershot: 111-128.

Il contributo dell’lC Leader allo sviluppo territoriale, in A. Cavazzani, G. Gaudio e S.
Sivini (eds), Politiche, governance e innovazione per le aree rurali, Edizioni
Scientifiche Italiane, Napoli: 387-423.

Un’economia leggera per aree fragili. Criteri per la sostenibilita ambientale del Nord
Italia, in Sviluppo Locale, XI(27): 9-31.

The role of associations in local development - the case of Garfagnana, in H. Tovey
and M. Blanc (eds), Food, nature and society. Rural life in late modernity, Ashgate,
Aldershot: 275-293.

LEADER and Partnerships: The Case of Italy, Sociologia Ruralis, 40(2): 172-180.

The Po Delta Park: One River, Two Policies, in Dabbert S., Dubgaard A., Slangen L.
and Whitby M. (eds), The Economics of Landscape and Wildlife Conservation, CAB
International, Wallingford: 23-35.

Reciprocity and Rural Development in the Action of Two Farmer Cooperatives,
Journal of Rural Cooperation, 25(2): 101-112.

Sustainable development in the Italian mountains. In H. de Haan, B. Kasimis and M.
Redclift (eds), Sustainable rural development, Ashgate, Aldershot: 179-196.

Essere innovatori in aree svantaggiate: il caso delle Alpi Orientali, Rivista di
Economia Agraria, XLIV(3): 459-477.

L'imprenditorialita marginale in un'area agricola alpina, Sociologia Urbana e Rurale,
VII(16): 131-146.

Socio-spatial Theory

2019

Above, Beside, Under: Three Ways Social Technical Disciplines Can Work Together
in the Energy Transition, Tecnoscienza. Italian Journal of Science & Technology
Studies, 10(2): 127-139.



2016

2015

2014

2012

2011

2010

2010

2008

2007

2007

2000
1996

1993
1989

Convivere e “giocare” con 'ambiente ... senza distruggerlo, Etica per le professioni,
1: 7-14.

Socio-spatial relations: an attempt to move space near society,
Poliarchie/Polyarchies, 4: 1-24.

Agroecologia e buen vivir. Come far giocare 'uomo e 'ambiente, in S. Baldin, M.
Zago (eds), Le sfide della sostenibilita. Il buen vivir andino dalla prospettiva
europea, Filodiritto, Bologna: 253-268.

Sviluppo territoriale e sociologia, in C. Cipolla (a cura di), L'identita sociale della
sociologia in Italia, Angeli, Milan: 307-315.

Ambiente e societa: tendenze e punti di crisi, in L. Struffi (ed.), Crisi economica, crisi
ambientale, nuovi modelli sociali, Universita di Trento, Trento: 387-401.

Abitare in periferia. Alla ricerca di un modello, in Archivio di studi urbani e regionali,
XLI(97-98): 15-34.

Assetti paesaggistici e condivisione sociale, in F. Ferroni e B. Romano (a cura di),
Biodiversita, consumo del suolo e reti ecologiche, Cogecstre, Penne (PE): 227-230.

Natura interna, natura esterna: coincidenze, nessi e qualche tensione, in G. Nuvolati
e M. Tognetti Bordogna (eds), Salute, ambiente e qualita della vita nel contesto
urbano, Angeli, Milan: 66-78.

Interferenze fra prossimita e reciprocita nella citta diffusa, in A. Angelini (ed.),
Mediterraneo. Citta, culture, ambiente, governance, migranti, Angeli, Milan: 324-
341.

Come inquadrare i conflitti ambientali, in D. Bianchi e G. Gamba (eds), Ambiente
Italia 2007. La gestione dei conflitti ambientali. Milano, Edizioni Ambiente, Milan: 15-
31.

Delle contaminazioni del dono, Studi di Sociologia, XXXVIII(2): 189-203.

Vecchie e nuove periferie, in Gasparini A., Strassoldo R.(eds), Tipi ideali e societa,
Angeli, Milan: 211-222.

Sociologia rurale, Sociologia Urbana e Rurale, XV-XVI1(42-43): 42-61.

Devianza ed emarginazione nella prospettiva del corso di vita, Sociologia Urbana e
Rurale, X1(30): 133-149.

Third Sector, civil society, consumerism

2014

2012

2012

2010

2010

2008

Etica civile e gestione della terra, in S. Morandini (ed.), Rinnovare gli ambiti di vita.
Declinazioni dell’etica civile, Edizioni Messaggero, Padua: 70-86.

Consumo solidale e lavoro. Due misure per ora disgiunte di benessere, Multiverso,
11: 28-29.

Green social cooperatives in ltaly: a practical way to cover the three pillars of
sustainability?, Sustainability: Science, Practice, & Policy, 8(1): 82-93.

Le basi della convivenza civile nella societa italiana, in A. Begenat-Neuschéafer (ed),
Manuale di civilta italiana. Materiali ed approcci didattici, Peter Lang GmbH,
Frankfurt am Main: 329-348.

Agricoltura sociale, ambiente e territori fragili (with G. Carrosio), in Impresa Sociale,
79(4): 148-166.

Impresa e ambiente fra profit e non profit, in Sociologia del Lavoro, 111: 111-124.



2008

2007

2007

2006

2002

2002

2001

2001

2000

Costi ambientali e consumi, in P. Rebughini e R. Sassatelli (eds), Le nuove frontiere
dei consumi, Ombre corte, Verona: 35-46.

Nature Protection Organizations in Italy: From Elitist Fervour to Confluence with
Environmentalism, in Protecting Nature. Organizations and Networks in Europe and
the USA, C.S.A (Kris) van Koppen and W.T. Markham (eds), Edward Elgar,
Cheltenham: 117-139.

Servizi di pubblica utilita e riduzione dei consumi, in S. Paone (ed.), Alla ricerca
della citta futura. L’ambiente nella dimensione urbana, ETS, Pisa: 377-389.

Fra le pieghe dei consumi: pratiche ascetiche e sensibilita ecologica, in Nuova
Informazione Bibliografica, 111(4): 653-665.

Associazionismo e politica: una verifica su scala europea, Sociologia e Politiche
Sociali, 5(1): 111-131.

Il volontariato ambientale in Emilia-Romagna e in Lombardia, Politiche Sociali e
Servizi, IV(1): 15-33.

Il volontariato ambientale: un caso di dono anonimao?, in Sociologia, XXXV(1): 65-
78.

Volontariato ambientale e di protezione civile, in Presidenza del Consiglio dei
Ministri. Dipartimento per gli Affari Sociali, Volontariato. Rapporto biennale sul
volontariato in Italia. 2000, Rome: 189-198.

Organizzazioni di terzo settore nella difesa del’ambiente: il caso dei rifiuti in Italia-
Organisationen des Dritten Sektors im Umweltschutz, am Beispiel der
Mullentsorgung in Italien, in Annali di Sociologia-Soziologisches Jahrbuch, 15: 365-
383, 384-404.

Migrants and inhabitants

2017

2017

2016

2016

2012

2010
2006

1995

Migrants to rural areas as a social movement: insights from ltaly, Bio-based and
Applied Economics 6(3): 243-257, DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.13128/BAE-23339

L’immigrazione straniera nelle aree fragili montane (with D. Greco), in A. Membretti,
I. Kofler, P.P. Viazzo (eds), Per forza o per scelta. L'immigrazione straniera nelle
Alpi e negli Appennini, Aracne, Rome: 111-121.

Area metropolitana di Trieste: contingenze storiche e sociali (con G. Carrosio), in R.
Danielis (ed.), La citta metropolitana: sfide, rischi e opportunita, EUT, Trieste: 79-
105.

Rural Migration and New Patterns of Exclusion and Integration in Europe (with B.
Bock e F. Ventura), in M. Shucksmith, D.L. Brown (eds), Routledge International
Handbook of Rural Studies, Routledge, London and New York: 71-84.

Vivere da stranieri in aree fragili. Limmigrazione internazionale nei comuni rurali
italiani (with F. Ventura, eds), Liguori, Napoli.

Fenomeni migratori nelle campagne italiane, in Agriregionieuropa, 6(22): 59-60.

Lo spazio delle lingue nel processo di integrazione degli immigrati in Italia, in M.
Santipolo (ed.), L’italiano. Contesti di insegnamento in Italia e all’estero, UTET,
Torino: 34-48.

Le metropoli italiane viste dalla montagna, Sociologia Urbana e Rurale, XVII(47):
121-140.


http://dx.doi.org/10.13128/BAE-23339

1988

| caratteri del conflitto in insediamenti di piccole dimensioni, Studi di Sociologia,
XXVI(2): 228-241.

Other Environmental Issues

2019

2017

2017

2015

2013

2013

2008

2005
2002

2000

2000

1998

1992

1990

Ludic Scopes for Environmental Crisis and Education. NATURE + CULTURE, vol.
14,107-118.

The anti-flood detention basin projects in northern Italy. New wine in old bottles?
Water Alternatives, 10(2): 265-282.

Progettare bacini di laminazione. Una politica puntiforme e poco inclusiva, in Rivista
Italiana di Politiche Pubbliche, 1: 81-110.

Le riserve alimentari dentro reti sociali, in M. Mascia, C. Tintori (eds) Nutrire il
pianeta? Per un’alimentazione giusta, sostenibile, conviviale, Bruno Mondadori,
Milan: 53-64.

Conflitti e ingiustizie ambientali nelle aree fragili. Una introduzione (with L.
Pellizzoni), in Partecipazione e conflitto, VI(1): 5-13.

Dalla campagna all’ambiente e ritorno: il pendolo sociologico rispetto al bene terra,
Sociologia e Ricerca Sociale, 102: 41-56.

| nuovi abitanti dei parchi, in M. Sargolini (ed.), La pianificazione delle aree protette
nelle Marche. Uno studio di casi, Urbanistica Quaderni, INU, Rome: 45-49.

Le dimensioni culturali del rifiuto materiale, in Multiverso, 1; 29-31.

Introduzione (with L. Pellizzoni, eds), Governance e ambiente in Italia, in Sociologia
Urbana e Rurale, XXIV(68): 7-16.

La nuova societa creata dall’'ambiente, Futuribili, 1-2, monographic section (with F.
Beato and L. Pellizzoni eds).

Le politiche ambientali come ‘reti’. Il caso della gestione dei rifiuti, in Futuribili, n. 1-
2:203-213.

Dalla protesta ai servizi: percorsi del movimento ambientalista in Italia, Quaderni di
Sociologia, XLII(16): 21-39.

Co-operative Regulation: Contrasting Organizational Models for the Control of
Pesticides. The case of North-East Italian Fruit-Growing, Sociologia Ruralis, XXXII,
1:163-177.

Societa rurale e voto ambientalista nell'ltalia nord-orientale, Quaderni di Sociologia,
XXXV(13): 123-140.



